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individuality as a factor in these relations. And yet it would
probably be incorrect and unj ust to explain the phenom-
enon by the preponderance of mere brute sensuality over
all finer feelings; for it cannot be denied that natives are by
no means devoid of a sense of beauty. They admire it in
animals, in flowers, in pictures, landscapes, and music; they
have clever artists; and their perception of what is ridicu-
lous in expression or appearance is perhaps keener than that
of the average European, notwithstanding their passion for
the odd and the baroque. One might say that their indif-
ference to beauty is confined exclusively to sex relations,
or that their aesthetic sense is in default only where these
relations come into play.

The explanation of this bizarre trait in the character of
the African Negro can perhaps be found in the surmise
expressed by the author of The Travelling Diary of a
Philosopher, that natives of the Tropics cannot feel love as
we do, our love being founded entirely on an imaginative
power which they do not possess; for, surely, the faculty to
feel love is an essential condition of the faculty to appreciate
physical beauty.